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The scheme, however, is an extensive one touching many interests
and involving many issues of political and economic importance.
Moreover, the financing of such a big project under existing con-
ditions is a matter of considerable difficulty, when there are so
many other ^ important and pressing demands to be met. The
materialization of the project as a whole will, therefore., take
some time. The Government fully recognize the necessity for
providing additional facilities on open lines for the movement of
a greater volume of traffic than can now be dealt with, and the
Railway Board are devoting their available funds chiefly to this
end. Both the questions of new construction and of open-line
improvements referred to by the Chamber are mainly matters
of finance, and as the Chamber is aware, this subject has only
recently been under examination by the Railway Committee,
whose report is now before the Government and receiving most
careful study and consideration. In my judgment, there is no
subject affecting the commerce and prosperity of India which
transcends in importance that of the improvement of railway
communications. Your reference to the lack of suitable facilities
for the supply of coal and the greater need of railway sidings, is
only one, although a very important aspect, of this larger ques-
tion. In this connection it is natural that you should lay stress
upon the potentialities of water-power to reduce strain on the
railways, and provide a cheaper industrial power. This subject
has also engaged the attention of the Government of India. In
1918 the Government of India undertook a survey of the whole
of India and Burma to investigate the possibilities of water-power,
but since the introduction of the new constitutional reforms,
water-power and electricity have been administered by the local
Governments and are now beyond the control of the Government
of India. It is, however, known to the Government of India
that Colonel Battye, who is an expert in hydro-electric engineer-
ing, has prepared a project for the Sutlej scheme, and it is believed
that he is now in America studying there some of the problems
arising out of his investigation and acquiring a first-hand know-
ledge of up-to-date hydro-electric installations. The Govern-
ment of India watch with the greatest interest the development
of water-power, realizing as they do, on the investigations already
made, the immediate possibilities in store, but the prosecution
of such schemes now rests entirely with the local Governments.
I am obliged to you for your appreciative reference to the import
of wheat from abroad. Not only is my Government now obtain-
ing from abroad all supplies of wheat required for the army in